
West Yorkshire Group
Newsletter

March 2017

Propagating Trillium grandiflorum by division is not a delicate operation. 
See pages 6, 7 for Peter Williams’s story.



Welcome to the First Newsletter of 2017
From the Chair
At the AGM in January some alterations to our committee came in to force – one change 
of role, three retirements and one new member.
As many of you know, our longstanding Treasurer, Wendy Platt, now spends a good part 
of each year in France. Maggie Sugden has been working with her, dealing with the day to 
day finances, and has now taken over from Wendy as Treasurer. We are grateful to Maggie 
for taking over and to Wendy for all the years she has been our Treasurer. Wendy remains 
on the committee for the time being and continues to be a great support, both in person 
when she is back in Yorkshire, and at committee meetings, via skype, whenever possible.
The 3 retirements from the committee are Rena & Colin Guttridge and Allan Mitchell. 
Rena, with assistance from Colin, has been our Conservation Scheme co-ordinator for the 
past few years and is continuing in this role for a further year as she seeks a successor. 
Colin has been responsible for the smart new name badges that we now have. They have 
also been very active members of the group who have produced our Harrogate Show 
exhibits in recent years. We thank them for all their hard work on behalf of the Group and 

are grateful that 
they will still be 
assisting with the 
opening up of 
the hall for our 
meetings.
In Allan, we have 
really had the 
benefit of ‘2 for 
the price of 1’ as 
he and Shirley 
have been a true 
team, producing 
our Christmas 
quizzes for 
several years, 
and as the co-
ordinators of our 
Harrogate Show 
displays. It is 
almost impossible 
to describe the 
amount of work 
involved with this 
and we owe them 
a huge debt of 
gratitude for all Sue Gray’s garden last June. It's open again on 17 June 2017. 



they have done.
I am delighted that Jane Orton has agreed to join the committee and she was duly elected 
at the meeting. I am equally delighted to be able to tell you that since then, Carine Carson 
has also agreed to join our ranks. Carine was out of the country at the time of the meeting 
so I was not able to bring her name at that time.
Our Constitution allows for us to have another member so we will be keeping our eyes 
open for any possibility – unless, of course, you would like to volunteer!
We have a busy year ahead of us and the Conference in May is certainly a case of ‘all 
hands to the pumps’ when we rely on support from members, not only the committee. I 

am sure it will be a 
wonderful day, so if 
you haven’t already 
got your ticket at 
the bargain price 
of £15, please see 
Vicky and also let 
her know if you will 
be available to help 
on the day.
There will also be 
opportunity for 
helping on Saturday 
17 June when the 
5 Ilkley members 
are opening their 
gardens under the 
HPS Diamond 
Anniversary Open 
Gardens scheme. 
We are the most 
northerly opening in 
the country, but our 
claim to fame is that 
the front cover of 
the brochure bears 
a picture of peonies 
in David Barnes 
garden. Quite an 
achievement!
Best wishes and 
happy gardening!

Sue Gray
Chairman 

Blazing colour of the peonies in David Barnes’s garden.



The Splendour of Wentworth Castle Gardens
Hearing, via the Group’s Facebook page, that these famous gardens complete with restored 

Victorian 
conservatory, 
are under 
threat of 
closure, a trio 
of members 
braved the 
winter weather 
to visit. It 
was cold and 
wet but it was 
great to see the 
gardens in their 
bare, skeletal 
winter form. 
The fernery 
and stumpery 
are marvellous; 
we particularly 
noted the 
gardening 
practice of 
leaving dead 
trees to stand, 
providing a 
structure for 
glorious fungi, 
moss, lichens 
and insects. 
The 
Conservatory 
did not 
disappoint. In 
the modern 
foyer there is 
a really well 
put together 
display 

Out & About in Winter

The Victorian conservatory is full of lush planting and information boards to 
help identify the unusual inhabitants.



explaining the history of the house and 
gardens, and the Victorian features of historical 
significance including a peephole into the Head 
Gardener’s Office. 

These Gardens are well worth a visit. The 
website says they are still open on weekends 
until Easter at least. www.wentworthcastle.org

Snowdropping with Nigel Eaton
Spent a very pleasant afternoon at Austwick 
Hall near Settle for their NGS Snowdrop Day. 
The garden is on a limestone escarpment and 
the woodland garden is a glorious location for the swathes of snowdrops amongst a thick 
carpet of moss and rocky outcrops. With quirky sculptures around the garden it’s well 
worth a visit and with the added bonus of tea and cakes. But wear walking boots to tackle 
the steep slope.

In the fernery and stumpery dead trees 
remain to host new life.

 Austwick Hall woodland drips with snowdrops, moss and sculpture.



The Trillium Adventures of Peter Williams
I was given my first trillium by an old university friend about ten years ago. It was a 
small specimen of Trillium grandiflorum and I planted it on the shady northern side of 
a woodland bed with dwarf azaleas, rhododendrons and various small bulbs. The plant 
grew away well in my sandy acid soil and over the next few years developed into a lovely 
clump producing at least 20 flowers each year. As the plant expanded, I started to think 
about propagation because the idea of a drift of trilliums really excited me. I read that 
division was the easiest way forward and that it should be attempted just when the flowers 
have faded. On a couple of occasions I actually approached the plant, fork and spade in 
hand as the flowers finished, but I could not bring myself to ‘do the deed’ in case I killed 
it. The decision to go ahead and divide the plant came after I noticed that there were 
numerous trillium seedlings surrounding the parent.
I lifted the plant and put it in a wheelbarrow and hosed off the soil.  I was expecting to 
be able to split the plant easily into separate divisions each with a growing point but was 
alarmed to find a central mass of undifferentiated tissue the size of a small football with 
the growing points arranged around the periphery.  This was the moment when I thought, 
“Why did I do it, how could I have been so foolish?” 
I cut the mass into two equal parts and replanted one. From the other, I cut 12 sections 
from the outside edge, each with leaves and the old flowering stems attached. I potted 
each division into a 1 litre deep pot with my usual woodland compost made up of 3 parts 
coarse peat: 2 parts leaf mould and 1 part gravel plus 3 grammes per litre of 12-14 month 
slow-release fertiliser. The newly potted plants looked horrible with broken old flower 
stems and leaves, and I was convinced all would die. The residual mass of tissue had just 



Once Peter spotted seedlings around the parent plant he was brave enough to dig it up for 
division.

a couple of damaged growing points and I replanted it near its original spot. I honestly 
thought that all was lost and felt quite fed up about the situation for few days.
The following year I was surprised and truly delighted when all the potted trilliums started 
into growth. I was even more surprised to find that they all flowered. The undivided 
half that I replanted was slow to shoot and I thought that it had perished. However, it 
reappeared about a month later than usual, as did the ‘butchered’ section, and once more, 
both flowered.  I now realise that T. grandiflorum is a very easy species to propagate 
vegetatively and I routinely split plants when the flowers have faded. They invariably 
survive and flower the next season. 
Many of the seedlings that I noted around the original parent plant have now reached 
flowering size and moved to new locations in the garden. I have also been surprised when 
trillium flowers open on young plants in totally unexpected places. The seed has probably 
been dispersed by ants, that are very numerous in my soil, and the seedlings have grown 
unnoticed until flowering. I have also observed trillium seedlings appearing in pots of 
other species in my glasshouse and polytunnel – all are most welcome because it is 
impossible to have too many trilliums!
Expert trillium growers do not appear to rate T. grandiflorum very highly. It might because 
the leaves are not well-marked or because it is just so easy to grow that it does not present 
enough of a challenge.  Whatever the reason, it is still my favourite and my dream of 
having a drift of trilliums is becoming a reality.  I have now acquired a small collection 
of other trillium species that also appear to like my conditions. None have yet reached the 
size when I might consider splitting them but I expect that when the moment for lifting 
and dividing these arise, I will probably be just as apprehensive as I was with my original 
T. grandiflorum. 
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More Online
•	 www.wyhps.co.uk
•	 Follow	us	on	Facebook:	West	Yorkshire	Hardy	Plant	Society
•	 www.hardy-plant.org.uk


