
 

The intriguing winged fruit of Euonymus cornutus var. quinquecornutus AGM, recently seen at Scampston Walled 

Garden. This semi-evergreen shrub is native to western China and rare in the UK.   
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Welcome to the Autumn 2016 Newsletter 

From the Chair 

‘Christmas comes but once a year….’, to which most of us would probably respond ‘thank goodness’. 
However Christmas, and the New Year, are fast approaching and I would like to invite you to our 
Christmas Social in December and the AGM in January. 
 
In December we will have a slightly shorter quiz than usual in order to give us time to view the 
photographic record of our year outside of our regular speaker meetings. Brian has put together a hi-
tech version for us this year which will not only include photos but video clips and comments from 
those attending events. (Some of us might hope that we end up on the cutting room floor!) This will be 
followed by a most enjoyable supper. Do come along if you can on December 9

th
, and if you have 

been collecting seed from your garden, please bring a packet or two which can be acquired by 
members for the princely sum of 20p a packet. 

 
 
 
We will try to keep 
the AGM in January 
as short as possible 
to give time for our 
speaker Nick Smith, 
who is the Director 
of the Harrogate 
Flower Shows. 
Many of us have 
been heavily 
involved with the 
Shows, both on 
behalf of the HPS 
and other societies, 
so it will be 
interesting to hear 
what he has to say. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
My usual reminder is that all the Officers and Committee Members are elected on an annual basis 
and can be replaced at any time. We will need to fill a number of vacancies on the committee at the 
AGM so if you feel you would like to be more involved in the running of the Group, or would like to 
nominate someone, do please have a word with me. No-one will be ‘dropped on’ on the evening so 
please don’t stay away for fear of that happening. 
 
I hope to see you at both meetings, but if this is not possible, best wishes for Christmas and the New 
Year. 
 
Sue Gray 
Chairman, West Yorkshire Group 

The work of an HPS Chairman covers all contingencies: Sue Gray (left) 
explaining the foibles of her coffee machine to Jenny, who was busy keeping 
visitors to Sue’s garden refreshed. See pages 6, 7 and 8. 

 



 

Events Past and Future 

2017 Conference – The Magic of Plants 
The conference will be held on Saturday 6 May 2017 at Leeds Beckett University, 
running from 09:30 – 16:30. Speakers are Bunny Guinness, Troy Scott-Smith, Val 
Bourne and Marina Christopher. Several nurseries will also be in attendance as well 
as our Member’s Plant Stall. 
 
The cost of tickets will be £25 per person, with a special discount for West Yorkshire 
HPS members taking the member price to £15. Facilities for a picnic lunch will be 
available and beverages and home-made cakes will be provided throughout the day. 
There is plenty of free parking as well as access to the beautiful grounds of the 
University.  
 
To buy tickets, if you have queries, or would like a poster to display or give to friends, 
please contact Vicky Harris, Conference Organiser. Tel: 07862 163733 Email: 
vickyharris1951@gmail.com 
 

Funds Raised at Autumn Auction  
Thanks to auctioneer Alan Wilson and the committee members for organising and 
running this year’s Autumn Auction, which brought in £470. A tidy sum raised and 
many happy gardeners at the end of the evening’s performance. 
 

Autumn Flower Show  
At the 2016 Autumn Flower Show at the Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate the HPS 
was once again represented by a display manned by West Yorkshire group 
members. Although on a smaller scale than previous years the display attracted 
great interest from Show visitors and will no doubt have raised the profile of HPS. 

 



The educational theme of the display was growing ornamental grasses.

 



Delight or Displeasure by Brian Denison 

Some of you may have heard me recounting the story of a passer by accusing me of 
growing Japanese knotweed in my garden. After discussions with HPS members 
and RHS at Tatton Park Show I am sure the plant in question was in fact Persicaria 
wallichii.  
 

 
 
The above photo shows the plant in my garden and I have to admit the flowers are a 
little like those of Japanese knotweed but the leaves are very different. This plant is 
also known as the Himalayan knotweed so, to be on the safe side, I have planted it 
in a sunken 50litre pot. It is in flower now and looks good. On a recent visit to the 
RHS Wisley garden in early July I saw a stunning massed planting of what looked 
like P. wallichii but in fact was Persicaria polymorpha . 
 
The very next day I saw another massed planting of it at the Sussex Prairie Garden 
(well worth a visit if you have not been there). Then I remembered Pat Inman telling 
me about this fairly new introduction from USA which was the preferred version. 
There were some superb pots of the plant for sale there, in full flower so I decided to 
buy one. In the evening I researched its properties on the Internet and found an 
American website with a description of the plant only an American could compose. 
The website was plantlust.com and the quote was by ‘Far Reaches Farm’ 



‘All the rage in Europe is this Mother of all Fleece Flowers and for darn good reason. 
This BEHAVES ITSELF! It doesn’t run or seed, just clumps and BLOOMS ALL 
SUMMER UNTIL FROST! Get over the “I don't do Persicarias” thing - this rocks. It is 
a geyser of bloom fer gawd’s sake.’ 
 
If I ever had any doubts about buying this plant the above description soon dispelled 
them. I showed the description to my friend Duncan who immediately regretted not 
having bought one for himself. However, a week or so later he was able to get one 
from Dove Cottage. 
 
My plan is to see out this summer with P. wallichii in its pot, to plant polymorpha 2 or 
3 feet away and when of suitable size divide and plant same in the hole left after 
removing wallichii and its pot. 
 
The essentials of Persicaria polymorpha are as follows: 

 Family: Polygonaceae (knotweed family) 
 Height: 4 - 6 ft. 
 Leaves: to 6 in. long, ovate to lanceolate, acuminate at tip, deep green 
 Flowers: creamy white, individually tiny, borne in terminal panicles to 5 in. 

long 
 Bloom period: June - September 
 Exposure: full to part sun 
 Soil: any well-drained 
 Water needs: moderate 
 Feeding: annual top-dressing with compost 

 
A large stand of Persicaria polymorpha seen by Brian at RHS Wisley. 



For the record, I found the description below of Persicaria wallichii also on the 
internet - not to be recommended. 
 

“Persicaria wallichii is a shrubby perennial herb up to 180 cm tall that originates 
from the temperate, western regions of Asia and the Indian subcontinent. It is 
naturalized in Europe, Canada and the United States, where it was introduced as 
a garden ornamental. It grows vigorously and creates large and dense stands that 
exclude native vegetation and prevent tree seedlings from growing. P. wallichii 
can greatly alter natural ecosystems and promotes the erosion of river banks. It is 
reported as invasive in its native range in northern India (Kala and Shrivastava, 
2004), as well as in its non-native range in Belgium and the UK (Rich and 
Woodruff, 1996; Branquart et al., 2007). In the western USA it is a declared 
noxious weed in the states of Montana, California, Washington and Oregon 
(USDA-NRCS, 2015).” 

 
There are many more descriptions of P. polymorpha on the internet, ‘in English’, all 
of which extol the same virtues of the plant.  

 
Give it a go if you have the space! 
 

A Grand Day Out 

Peter Williams reports on a summer outing made by members of the HPS 
Shade and Woodland Group, who toured 2 gardens made by West Yorkshire 
HPS Group members, Sue Gray and David Barnes.  
 

 
 
 
 

The gardener and the gardening writer: David Barnes (left) enjoys a cuppa (thanks to 
Jenny Williamson) with Peter Williams. 

 



Our much anticipated Grand Day Out in Ilkley attracted more than 20 ‘Shady 
gardeners’ who travelled from far and wide to attend. Members came from the east 
and west coasts (Hull and Lancaster), North Yorkshire and the Midlands and all 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
 

 
 
 
 
Our first visit was to Sue Gray’s wonderful garden. The sun shone and we were 
treated to the warmest of welcomes and a feast of lovely plants and plant 
combinations. Sue had played down both the quality of her garden and her state of 
preparedness and told me in advance that her garden was just ‘ordinary’. In truth it 
was totally extraordinary and overflowed with a diverse range of beautiful plants 
many at their peak flowering time. It was quite obvious that Sue has a wonderful eye 
for a good cultivar and knows exactly where it should go to enhance the appearance 
of its neighbours. If that were not enough, we were treated to the best cheese 
scones on the planet and a selection of wonderful cakes. 
 
 
 
 

  

Anne Fritchley in Sue Gray’s garden, rich with spring colour. 

Jeffersonia diphylla, 

at right, looking like 

a kaleidoscope of 

green butterflies. 



 

 
A compelling group of textures and complementary colours in Sue’s garden. 



 
The group moved on to David Barnes’s superb garden with one of the best private 
collection of woodland plants I have ever seen. Now, many of the group were expert 
‘shady gardeners’ but the phrase most frequently over heard was ‘what is that lovely 
plant?’  David's modesty and gentle humour shone through as did his enormous 
vision and knowledge. He identified all the plants and caused great amusement by 
producing what appeared to be a battered old book that had clearly been very well 
used, if not a little overused! The book was actually in perfect condition inside and 
was “The Explorer’s Garden” by Daniel J. Hinkley.  
 

 
 
This is an absolute must for ‘shady gardeners’ because it is well written and superbly 
illustrated with photographs by Lynne Harrison. (I bought an excellent secondhand 
copy from Amazon for about £10 a few years ago). David’s garden contained many 
plants that I had only ever read about in the Hinkley book and had long wanted to 
see in real life. 
 
The visit had been timed to coincide with David’s peonies being at their best and 
they certainly were magnificent. When a couple of our group were admiring a 
particular clump of peonies, David insisted that they pick some to take home – truly 
extraordinary generosity! 
 
The afternoon ended with yet more refreshments prepared and donated by Sue and 
her friends. The famous Bettys café could not have done better! 
 
Everyone had a tremendous time and all were thrilled with the occasion. I doubt that 
anyone will forget the afternoon and I cannot imagine a more pleasant way to spend 
three hours. 



 

 
 
 

 

The peonies in David’s garden were at their peak. 



 
 

 
 
 



Our Essex Holiday 2016 by Pat Inman 
 

Another great trip superbly organised by Sue Gray, staying at Writtle College where 
Geoff Hamilton was a student.  
 
The weather was ideal (not the heatwave we had on our last trip to Essex thank 
goodness!), just right for enjoying a great selection of 14 gardens and nurseries. It 
goes without saying that RHS Hyde Hall and Beth Chatto’s were super and amongst 
the smaller private gardens three were my favourites.  
 
A very small garden absolutely crammed with interest, Dene Court (which just about 
fitted us all in) owned by a retired clematis nursery owner Sheila Chapman, and 
overflowing with unusual clematis. We learnt that until recently she dug up all her 
colour co-ordinating perennials at the end of each year and rearranged them to 
different positions. I admired a narrow columnar evergreen supporting a cascading 
clematis and discovered it was a small-leaved pittosporum trained from young by 
wiring in to make an unusual living support feature.  
 

 

Dene Court 

 
The following day was Avril & Roger Cole-Jones’ garden ‘Furzelea’ Danbury and 
what a garden! Superb layout and the most fabulous colour combinations, I think one 
of the best we’ve seen on all our holidays. A wow factor was the delightful pink 
flowerheads of an annual grass native to Spain & Portugal, Agrostis nebulosa (seed 
available from Chiltern Seeds), used to great effect. 
 
 



  

Furzelea in Danbury 

 



 
 
The first garden on Tuesday, Elwy Lodge, Woodham Water vied with ‘Furzelea’ for 
favourite. David Cox has such good ideas and terrific plants in his lovely garden. At 
the bottom narrow end I loved a shady area with a chamomile ‘lawn’ and bark path to 
walk on. 
 
 
 

 



 

Recently planted clematis along a sunny boundary fence had their names written on 
pebbles at their feet which helped keep the roots cool. Did anyone get the name of 
the tangerine flower, which I think was an annual, used to great effect in his borders? 
(See photo above.) 
 
On our way home on the Weds, we sadly ran into wind and rain so Easton Walled 
Gardens where we enjoyed lunch weren’t explored as fully as they deserved. 
Perhaps one to call at on another trip. 



Looking Back at Last Winter as we Anticipate the Next One  
 
Ramblings from the Editor 
I am beginning to wonder if my love of plants and gardens is that of a ‘doer’ or an 
‘observer’. My own garden has certainly changed since I joined HPS but I have also 
been introduced to many more gardening events since joining. Attending events and 
garden visits each year is increasing. And it is certainly more enjoyable than back-
breaking digging – am I a fan of the events merely to avoid the hard work? I’ve 
concluded that it doesn’t really matter as the enjoyment and relaxation gained is so 
beneficial. Wendy Platt and I enjoyed the Yorkshire Snowdrop Trail, back in 
February this year. 
 

This mahonia at Primrose Bank Nursery was brilliantly coloured. Still wondering if it’s a special hybrid.  
 

 
The new ‘Yorkshire Snowdrop Trail’ is a series of open garden events organised to 
counterbalance the very many snowdrop events that seem mostly to occur ‘in the 
south’. I think it will run again in 2017 – Facebook seems to be the place it’s 
advertised. Well worth it as long as you are wrapped up warmly. 
 
The garden at Primrose Bank Nursery appears to be slowly enlarging, with a young 
wildlife pond surrounded by daffodils in grass, and a woodland area with hellebores, 
primulas etc in development. The photos on the next page were taken there. 



Our noses were a bit too cold to enjoy the witch hazel fragrance but our eyes were sated. 
Unfortunately no label to give us a name. Perhaps a reader knows it? 

 

WY Group treasurer Wendy Platt was very taken with this hellebore hybrid. 



As well as Yorkshire snowdrop hunting, I ventured to the HPS Galanthus Study Day 
in Gloucestershire, and that was a real eye-opener. Thoroughly enjoyed it,  learned a 
lot, and managed to squeeze in a trip to Colesbourne Park, home of the Elwes 
family, and their historic snowdrop collection, with a wood full of different varieties 
grown in carpets plus display beds full of choice specimens near the house. 

 

Delegates to the HPS Galanthus Group Study Day visited 2 Gloucestershire gardens 
– the photo above shows a formal part of the large rural garden at Cotswold Farm 
where a wide ranging collection of snowdrops was our focus.  
 

 
The sun came out and lit up the snowdrops at Cotswold Farm Garden. 



Hepatica Day 
March saw me off to another day trip, just over the border into Lancashire where I 
bumped into HPS WY Group members Roberto Renzi and Pat Hunter, who also 
greatly enjoyed the talks and displays at the Plant Heritage Hepatica Day.  
 
This started with a visit to the garden of Glen Shapiro, holder of a National Collection 
of Hepaticas, followed by a talk from John Massey of Ashwood Nurseries.  
 
John’s talk was full of fascinating insights into hepaticas, their distribution and growth 
habits. As WY HPS Members will know he is an enthusiastic collector and grower 
and hybridisher of hepatics. He took his collection to the Chelsea Flower Show this 
year and won a great big trophy for it. The display was stunning but the technical 
expertise involved was also why he got the award. The plants were held in 
refrigerated containers to delay their flowering until May.  
 
A Q&A session was also enlightening with information from other experts present, 
including Michael Myers who spoke to our HPS Group in February, and plant 
breeder (hybridiser?) Anne Wright, owner of Dryad Nursery, Tockwith near York. 
 
Michael spoke to the WY Group in January this year, and recommended growing 
hepaticas in pots – although the European varieties will thrive in the ground (H. 
nobilis and H. transylvannica) if you have some in pots you can more easily see their 
lovely but small flowers. The potting mix he uses is equal parts of John Innes No 3, 
sifted leaf mould and perlite. Feed through the growing season and don’t over-pot; 
split them in spring after flowering. Through summer keep the sun off them with 50% 
shading from equinox to equinox. Keep them dry in summer and winter but more 
moisture needed when the plant buds are seen at ground surface level. 
 
If you are lucky enough to find seeds they must be sown straight away before they 
have a chance to dry out. It can take 2 years for germination to occur and when it 
does leave the seedlings in the pot another year until the first true leaves appear. 
 

 
 
This is Hepatica Nobilis ‘Pyrenean Marbles’ growing in Glen Shapiro’s Lancashire garden. 



Glenn Shapiro, hepatica collection holder (photo above) had put together a beautiful 
display of hepaticas all at their peak. The display was wonderfully artistic, using 
natural woodland materials such as cones, fallen twigs, moss and bird feathers. The 
flowers are attractive but the leaves and stems are too, with their hairy outlining. 

  



And Now the Colours of Autumn 

 
Everyone is remarking on the beauty of this year’s foliage as the leaves in our 
gardens, parks and wilderness turn and drop. 
 

     
 
 

 

Peter Williams’s garden in its wonderful autumn colours. 



 
 
 

 
 

Pots of colour in the editor’s garden. In the foreground is shrub, Forthergilla major with Canna ‘Wyoming’ 
behind, its leaves fading from their summer dark chocolate brown colour. 

 

Thorpe Perrow Arboretum in North Yorkshire, 29-30 November. 



 

 

Scampston Hall 

Garden is famous 

for its ornamental 

grasses. Here the 

purpley fuzz of the 

grassy flowerhead 

is enhanced by the 

deep purple and 

yellow of the aster 

(sorry, not sure of 

its new name – 

eurybia?). 

Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Möwe’ at 

Thorpe Perrow Arboretum was 

amazing in the range of colours in 

the flowerheads – from darkest 

purple through paler purples to 

muted navy and grey. It’s not just 

trees that bring glory in autumn. 

 



West Yorkshire Group of the Hardy Plant Society  

Committee Members 2016 

Sue Gray -- Chairman 

39 Crossbeck Road, Ilkley, Leeds LS29 9JP 

Tel: 01943 600150 E-mail: suegray39@btinternet.com 

Allan Mitchell -- Vice-Chairman 

237 Bolton Hall Road, Wrose, Bradford BD2 1QB 

Tel: 01274 786286 E-mail: westholme72@hotmail.com 

Pat Inman -- Secretary, Speaker Bookings 

9 Sunny Bank, Shaw Mills, Harrogate HG3 3HS 

Tel: 01423 771909 E-mail: patinman1@gmail.com 

Wendy Platt -- Treasurer 

Fellside, 8 Almscliffe Drive, Huby, Leeds LS17 0HB 

Tel: 01423 734473 E-mail: wendyplatt2@gmail.com 

Maggie Sugden -- Assistant Treasurer 

37 Barleyfields Road, Wetherby LS22 6PR 

Tel: 01937 585238 E-mail: sugdenfamily@btinternet.com 

Kate Van Heel -- New Members’ Liaison 

2 Newlay Grove, Horsforth, LS18 

Tel: 07980 850877 E-mail: vanheelk@me.com 

Brian Hackett – Sound & Images 

24 Woodside, Denby Dale, HD8 8QX 

Tel: 01484 865269 E-mail: brian.hackett2@btinternet.com 

Rena & Colin Guttridge -- Conservation Officers 

No 2 Chapelfield Croft, Old Bank, Ripponden, Sowerby Bridge, HX6 4DG 

Tel: 07768 865189 E-mail: rena.g@talktalk.net 

Vicky Harris -- Conference Organiser 

4 Park Crecent, Guiseley, Leeds LS20 8EL 

Tel: 01943 874428 E-mail: vicky.harris2@btinternet.com 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Judi Barton -- Newsletter Editor & Sundries Table 

Westroyd, Weeton Lane, Huby, Leeds LS17 0HE 

Tel: 01423 734131 E-mail: judi@tmjabarton.me.uk 
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