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A Very Colourful Spring Flower Show

Congratulations to our team that designed 
and built the Gold Award-winning stand 
for West Yorkshire Hardy Plant Society at 
this year’s Harrogate Spring Flower Show. 
They were Allan and Shirley Mitchell, 
Brian Denison, Frances King and Gloria 
Downey.
 Their theme was ‘Colour in the 
Garden’ and boy, did their display do it 
justice. It was an overwhelmingly beautiful 
and educational showpiece magnificently 
choreographed in a very small space. How 
to use colour in the garden was clearly 
explained through a variety of posters, 
leaflets and hands-on colour charts and a 
colour wheel, which was very popular with 
visitors. It was exquisitely demonstrated in 
the floral display, which was divided into 3 
sections illustrating how the colour wheel 
works:

Harmonious colours in the pink/blue 
spectrum on the right hand side 

Contrasting colours in the middle - the 
zingy tulips ‘Abu Hassan’ and bright 
orange Ranunculus ‘Tangerine’

Complementary colours (yellow/orange) in 
the left hand section

The date for the August summer evening 
Garden Visit to James Fonquernies’s garden 

has been changed from Friday 9 August to 
Friday 2 August, 6:30-7pm arrival.

Change of Date
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Chris Chadwell: Lilies, Llamas and Leeches
We were treated to some unusual photos 
- the leeches are particularly memorable, 
sticky little blighters - when Chris 
Chadwell delivered the March lecture.  
 Chris specialises in plant-hunting 
treks to the Himalayas; he collects seed 
to bring back to the UK. Over 30 years he 
has developed an enviable knowledge of 
Himalayan plants and also an interest and 
study of the medicinal uses of Himalayan 
plants as practiced by local medical people. 
He supports the Britain-Nepal Medical 
Trust, which aims to improve the health of 
people in Eastern Nepal.
 It’s clear that Chris has become 
extremely fond of the people he’s met on 
his expeditions. He spoke of his desire to 
encourage aid that goes into schemes that 
help people earn a living in viable ways. 
As well as selling seed he offers intricate 
scarves woven from spun Himalayan nettle 
fibre. He also acknowledged that plant 
hunting has to adapt to changing norms - 
seed collecting has to be undertaken in an 
intelligent manner in order to ensure that 
local wild populations and ecosystems are 
not destroyed.
 The life of a modern day plant hunter 
is not easy although trip logistics are not 
as difficult today as they were 30 years 
ago. Raising funds for the expeditions is 
continual; Chris sells seed shares. Everyone 
who invests receives a share of the seed that 
is collected. In earlier times plant hunters 
were often medical men with an interest in 
botany, ships doctors, or gardeners who had 

wealthy patrons who sent them out to bring 
back exotic plant material.
 Today Chris hunts for seed from plants 
that he judges will be hardy in the UK. He 
explained that hardiness in plants is very 
difficult to define because it depends on 
many different factors and that, indeed, 
each individual seed is slightly different 
from its parents and ‘siblings’. This will 
mean that seedlings from the same batch 
may well grow and respond differently 
even when sited in similar conditions. As a 
general guideline Chris said that the cooler 
and drier the climate a plant originates 
from the hardier it will be and the better its 
chances of germination and survival in the 
UK. For example, he said, collecting seed 
from plants growing below 8-9000 feet in 
Nepal is not worthwhile. 
 So expeditions are through wild terrain 
and to high altitudes, which means it’s hard 
physical going. Expedition leaders have to 
be aware that novice expeditioners have to 
be watched carefully for their hardiness at 
higher altitudes too.
 You can see some of Chris’s seeds 
growing at Sheffield Botanical Gardens in a 
new Himalayan bed that’s being developed 
by one of his supporters. Two members of 
the WY HPS are currently supporters of 
Chris’s expeditions. I expect that there may 
be a couple more after his beaut photos of 
flowering plants that would be a rare and 
exclusive treat in Yorkshire gardens. 

www.chadwellseeds.co.uk 

I am delighted that Judi Barton is taking 
over as newsletter editor. This is her first 
issue and I do hope that you will support 

her by contributing future news and 
articles. 
Pat Inman

Group Newsletter

A5 Newsletter Summer 2013.indd   3 10/06/2013   18:54



Congratulations to the West Yorkshire 
Group team responsible for the Hardy Plant 
Society stand at this year’s RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show. 
 After a week long build-up on site the 
team and its supporters were delighted to 
scoop a Silver Gilt Medal. For Chelsea’s 
Centenary Year, the HPS stand, ‘Bridge 
of Time’, illustrates gardening with hardy 
plants across the century 1913 - 2013.

 HPS President Roy Lancaster sent this 
delightful message after the Show closed:
 “Having seen the West Yorkshire HPS 
Exhibit nearing completion on the Sunday 
I popped across again with my wife Sue 
on the Monday just before the Royal party 
arrived. It was looking great and I was so 
proud of you all.
 My next visit was on Thursday to see 
your team in action and admire the Silver 

STOP PRESS! RHS Chelsea Success

Our Chelsea stand was graced with the striking presence of Allan Wilson’s brother-in-law, Bernard.
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Follow Us on Facebook 

Do you and your friends / family use 
Facebook? Committee member Sally 
Robinson has set up a West Yorkshire HPS 
Group Facebook page a few months back. 
Sally describes the Group: ‘If it’s hardy we 
like it’! Look for ‘West Yorkshire Hardy 
Plant Society’.
 The ‘reminders’ for upcoming events 
are a useful feature for members of the 
Facebook Group and there is already a 

variety of photos slowly building into a 
timeline record of the Group’s activities. A 
progression of photos ‘building the stand at 
Chelsea’ have appeared as well as members 
sharing photos of seasonal plants / flowers 
that have caught their interest. 
 Will you join? And please encourage 
your friends / family to join as we work to 
increase the membership.

Gilt Medal awarded. This is very special 
being the Centenary Show so it is a one-off.
I spent a little time studying the many 
interesting plants on display and made 
many notes. I also heard many nice remarks 
from visitors as they perambulated around 
the exhibit taking pictures for their friends. 
What memories.
 I want you to share with your team my 
congratulations on flying the HPS flag so 
high and proudly for all to see. I shall not 

forget the event and have several images of 
my own to remember it by.

Happy Days, Roy”.

More information and photos about the 
Chelsea stand in our next issue. Photos are 
on view on our Facebook page and the HPS 
website:
www.hardy-plant.org.uk/shows/2013/
chelsea.htm

Roy Lancaster and Ruth Baumberg (steward) at the HPS stand.
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A Host-a Information

A new introduction is Hosta ‘Orange Marmalade’

Re-reading my notes of the April talk given 
to the WY HPS Group by Richard Ford 
of Park Green Nurseries in Stowmarket, 
Suffolk makes me gasp - the sheer volume 
of information about hosta cultivation is 
stupendous. Everyone who was present 
could now claim to be a hosta expert... if 
only we could remember everything that 
Richard told us. For those with a keen 
interest, Richard has written a book.
 His talk was very thorough, well-
organised and generous indeed revealing 
much that he and his wife had learned 
over a lifetime growing, breeding and 
selling hostas. The couple brought along 
a good supply of hostas that were readily 
bought by members. I am enjoying ‘Orange 
Marmalade’ now and am looking forward 
to ‘TBA’ as it grows and unfurls.

 Members were keen to find out about 
controlling slug and snail damage. Richard 
had no magic solution; ‘all things you 
hear work to some degree’.  Summarizing 
years of experimentation he said the 
most effective plan was a combination of 
strategies: 

1. Site the hosta in a sunny position
2. Use a mulch that will irritate slugs/snails 
3. Responsibly apply slug pellets as soon 
as shoots appear ie scatter them thinly; 
reapply every 2 weeks. Birds would have 
to eat ½ kg (~ 1 lb) of pellets or 1000 slugs 
to die.
4. Physical collection at dawn or late 
evening on a regular basis.
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Host-a Facts Revealed by Richard
* There are between 32 - 75 hosta species  
 with over 10,000 cultivated varieties;  
 sized from tiny alpines up to plants that  
 are 3’ tall and 2’ wide.
* Don’t grow hostas on their own. They  
 are set off by good companions such  
 as grasses, ferns and astilbes - plants  
 with finely cut leaves - any grouping that  
 offers mixed texture.
* Hostas are NOT bog plants although  
 some ‘in the wild’ do grow in bogs. 
* Hostas are shade and sun tolerant,  
 they don’t need shade, a common mis- 
 conception. A simple rule of thumb is to  
 site them where they’ll get 50% sun 50%  
 shade. 
* Some grow differently when placed  
 in different conditions eg Hosta ‘June’  
 is bright yellow with narrow leaves when  
 sited in full sun; in the shade it becomes  
 blue and green with wider leaves.

* Newer breeds have thicker leaves that  
 are more slug and scorch resistant.
* Hostas don’t need to be divided every  
 few years. The Fords had a clump that  
 was 25 years old and it continued to look  
 good. They reach maturity after 4 or 5  
 years and can be divided by careful  
 surgery cutting them through into 
 quarters.  
* Hostas look good in pots - just one  
 variety per pot - don’t use multi-purp 
 use a coarser compost such as   
 Levingtons for containers/tubs/baskets  
 mixed with 20% grit to give weight  
 to the pot and good drainage. Add slow  
 release broad spectrum fertiliser/all purp  
 plant food. Stick with the well-known  
 brands say the Fords as they give more  
 consistently reliable quality.
* Hostas flower better in a less-rich soil.  
 Overfeeding leads to lax foliage that’s  
 more susceptible to scorch and slugs.

A tried and tested popular Hosta ‘Sum and Substance’.
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First Impressions: Second Thoughts
This was a wonderful day for those who 
love hardy plants and want to improve their 
garden and gardening skills. Organised 
by the busy committee of W Yorks Group 
of the HPS, it was a day filled with 
information, plant sales and friendship.  
 There were 4 speakers ably chaired 
by HPS national Chairperson, Vivienne 
McGhee who commented that the weather 
for once was on our side - it was a 
miserable day outside so we were all glad 
to be at Pudsey conference having fun and 
gardening passionately indoors! 
 First speaker was Bob Brown, founder 
of Cotswold Garden Flowers, who now 
also sits on the RHS committee responsible 
for awarding plants ‘AGM’ status. So 
he’s a very knowledgable and influential 
plantsman. He opened up with the thought 
‘Believe nothing trumpeted’ and told us 
that 83% of new plant introductions sink 
without trace - for a variety of reasons but 

often because the plant is just not suited to 
the UK climate. 
 At the other end of the scale are those 
plants that are incredibly well suited to the 
UK climate and once released into your 
garden they take over - Welsh poppies, 
love-in-a-mist, white willow herb,  
astrantia etc.
 So how do you find plants that will grow 
and are of ‘Garden Merit’? You guessed it. 
RHS trials of plants take place to find those 
that are worthy of the Award of Garden 
Merit (AGM). Look for the AGM logo 
on the plant label. You can be reassured 
that AGM plants have been tested at RHS 
gardens for hardiness, ease of cultivation, 
attractiveness throughout the year. Bob also 
responded positively to questions about the 
trials - he and RHS are open to suggestions 
from committed gardeners, aiming to 
improve and grow the AGM scheme.

Speakers (L to R) Heather Russell, Bob Brown, Bob Sanderson and HPS Chairman Vivienne McGhee.
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 Heather Russell spoke about self-
seeders; she is incredibly enthusiastic about 
the power of seeds explaining that many 
will germinate under the most difficult 
conditions. She had some great photos 
to illustrate her point. She recommends 
learning to identify seedlings as they come 
up so you can get rid of those you don’t 
want. 
 In 2000 Heather began a wild garden 
over the wall from her beautiful main 
garden and she shared with us her 
observations from the last 13 years, 
which have culminated in a beautiful 
natural planting of geraniums, cephalaria, 
amelanchier, tellima, calamagrostis ‘Karl 
Foerster’, eryngium giganteum ‘Miss 
Willmot’. There were many more plants 
listed by Heather and for each one she gave 
a knowledgable overview of how they grew 
in her garden. The audience took away a 
vast list of plants (10 pages in my notebook 
- email me if you’d like a copy, altho’ my 

writing is not perfectly legible) and the 
growing conditions that suit them.
 Bob Sanderson from Cath’s Garden 
Plants chose to talk around the idea of ‘Pot 
Luck’; his talk too was full of information 
about specific plants, the growing 
conditions they require and tips that should 
engender success. 
 He recommended (amongst many others) 
Peony ‘Do Tell’, a stunning pale pink 
with pink stamenoids in the centre saying 
that ‘semi-doubles /singles make better 
garden plants’. He went on to say that the 
crown should be planted just below soil 
level; moving peonies does not stop them 
flowering; they can be lifted, split and 
replanted just don’t replant too deeply. But 
when to move? The 3rd Tuesday in October 
is as good a date as any!
 Again, if you’d like a copy of my notes 
giving Bob’s recommendations please 
email me.

Final speaker of the day was the renowned Ursula 
Buchan, who was snapped checking out the sale 
tables. 

Thanks to generous members who donated 
plants for the Group’s stall. Even more thanks 

to those who bought them; this is an important 
fundraising occasion for the Group.
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The final speaker of the day was the 
extremely erudite Ursula Buchan, ex-
journalist and now full-time writer who 
chose to ask ‘Why Garden?’. She took us 
on a garden journey throughout the ages 
and had much of interest to tell us. Her 
talk began in really ancient times, when 
gardening was not as primitive as you 
might imagine - labour was cheap and 

internet shopping hadn’t taken off so lots of 
disposable income ended up in the garden. 
Ursula concluded that gardening ‘can be 
frustrating, boring and difficult but it is far 
more often stimulating, sociable and helps 
us to make sense of the world around us. 
[As gardeners] take pride in a long and 
honourable tradition.’

The bookstall did a roaring trade during the breaks. Ridgefield Nursery, Knaresborough, is a 
stalwart supporter of WY HPS Group.

The raffle was another great fundraiser, thanks to all 
who donated the wide array of prizes.

HPS lecture days are an ideal opportunity to 
meet up with old friends and solve puzzles. 
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Tribute to Ellen Hall

It is with great sadness that the Group says 
farewell to Ellen Hall, who passed away on 
Sunday 12 May.
 Ellen was well-liked within the 
Group and her gardening skill attracted 
great admiration. Her friends Celia and 
Ruth confirm that Ellen was devoted to 
her garden and her other great passion, 
collecting antiques. ‘Her garden was a joy. 
It was a higgledy-piggledy garden - you 
never knew what was around the corner. 
Ellen liked the natural things of life and 
spreading the joy of gardening was part of 
that. She was a generous gardener’.
 The Group was fortunate to visit her 
garden last year and what a treat it was. 
Frances explains, ‘It was such a special 
visit as Ellen had been unwell beforehand 
however she was adamant that the visit 

go ahead. It was a beautiful evening, full 
of sunshine, and the garden was truly a 
testament to Ellen’.
 Ellen was a devotee of the Group 
holiday and her calm demeanour and sense 
of humour added to the overall enjoyment 
for everyone. ‘She was deaf in one ear 
and often came in on a conversation at the 
wrong moment. She took it in her stride 
and would smile and say ‘I’ve done it again 
haven’t I?’, reminisces Frances. Maggie 
points out that the back seat of the holiday 
bus was their special spot. ‘Ellen always 
brought along a stock of crosswords, at 
which she was expert; half the bus ended 
up being involved. Happy days indeed’.
 Farewell our friend Ellen Hall, you 
helped make England a green and  
pleasant land.

Ellen Hall (front) with friends Frances King, Gloria Downey and Maggie Sugden during the 2012 Group holiday.
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Committee members 2013

Sue Gray – Chairman
39, Crossbeck Rd., Ilkley, Leeds LS29 9JP 

Tel: 01943 600150 E-mail: peter.gray7@virgin.net

Allan Mitchell – Vice-Chairman
237, Bolton Hall Rd., Wrose, Bradford BD2 1QB 

Tel: 01274 786286 E-mail: westholme72@hotmail.com

Pat Inman - Secretary, Speaker Bookings
9, Sunny Bank, Shaw Mills, Harrogate HG3 3HS 

Tel: 01423 771909 E-mail: patinman1@gmail.com

Wendy Platt – Treasurer
Fellside, 8, Almscliffe Drive, Huby, Leeds LS17 0HB
Tel: 01423 734473 E-mail: wendyplatt2@gmail.com

Judith Ladley – Membership Secretary and Minutes Secretary
13, Victoria Close, Horsforth, Leeds LS18 4PS 

Tel: 0113 2955904 E-mail: judith.ladley@hotmail.com

Sally Robinson – Holiday Organiser
The Lighthouse, 19, Fernbank Drive, Bingley BD16 4JP

Tel: 01274 511909 E-mail: sally@lighthousegardens.co.uk

Sandra Tesseyman
14, Jakeman Drive, Tingley, Wakefield WF3 1SX
Tel: 0113 2381192 E-mail: tesseyman@aol.com

Rena Guttridge – Conservation Officer
Sunday School House, The Village, Thurstonland, Huddersfield HD4 6XX

Tel: 01484 664069 E-mail: rena.g@virgin.net

Vicky Harris – Conference Organiser
4, Park Crescent, Guiseley, West Yorks, LS20 8EL

Tel: 01943 874428 E-mail: vicky.harris2@btinternet.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judi Barton - Newsletter Editor
Westroyd, Weeton Lane, Huby, Leeds LS17 0HE

Tel: 01423 734131 E-mail: judi@tmjabarton.me.uk
Follow us on Facebook - West Yorkshire Hardy Plant Society

www.hardy-plant.org.uk
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